1 Samuel Chapters 8 and 9

Please pray before beginning to read and study your bible. Repent of any sin or attitude that
would prevent you from hearing the Holy Spirit and ask him to guide your heart and mind as
you read. Read through the entire chapter first before going back to read and answer
questions. Take notes when God reveals Himself to you.

Chapter 8

1) After many years, Samuel retired and appointed his sons as judges. Joel and
Abijah “turned aside after dishonest gain, accepted bribes and perverted
justice.” These men acted as the government for the Israelites. Although Samuel
appears to have raised his sons without the hypocrisy that we discovered in Eli,
they used their power over the people to gain wealth, handing out unfair
judgements in favor of those with the wealth and influence to prosper them.

a) What does Deuteronomy 16:18-20 specifically say about the integrity of
appointed judges?

b) Do you see a similar pattern of corruption in today’s American elected
officials, even those who have a Christian upbringing or who profess Christ
as Savior?

c) lIsachild’s rebellion always a reflection of bad parenting?

d) What causes sin and rebellion (Galatians 5: 17-25) and what is the parent’s
role in restraining it?

e) Ifyou are a parent, do your kids see your dedication to Jesus as an example
to follow? Do you exhibit the fruit of the Spirit? In what ways does God want
you to improve?

2) The Israelites, who did not complain when Hophni and Phineas were treating the
altar of the LORD with contempt and sleeping with the women serving at the
tabernacle, now organize a protest against the judges who were mistreating
them. Convinced that they needed a central authority to fix their problems
(“lead us and to go out before us, and fight our battles”), they asked Samuel for a
king.

a) Accordingtovs. 11-17, who will be fighting the battles and for who’s benefit?

b) Who are the Israelites rejecting as their king? V.7

3) Ariseininjustice generally correlates with an increased need for justice, through
criminal and civil acts committed by people against each other. A nation that
turns away from God is always looking for a simple fix to the problems its



rebellion has caused, rather than approaching a Holy God for conviction,

forgiveness, and guidance.

a) Does today’s church look for secular solutions to our country’s dilemmas,
particularly through political leaders?

b) Read Jeremiah 17: 5-8. What does the LORD say about trusting in man rather
than God?

c) Read Deuteronomy 17: 14-20. Did Israel’s request for a king catch God by
surprise? What should the people look for in a king? How does that compare
to what we look for in our country’s leaders?

d) What does the LORD say will happen when the Israelites cry out to him for
relief from the king they have chosen? V.18.

Chapter 9

4) Lostdonkeys can be very frustrating. | think. | admit | never owned a donkey, and
never lost a pig or sheep, but | have had them escape and wonder off. They tend
to stick around the general area, making it easier to round them back up into the
pasture or pen. These donkeys were very lost. Saul and his servant searched
throughout the land of Ephraim and Benjamin for THREE days for them!

a) Atthetime, doyou think Saul saw the situation as a journey bringing him to a
destiny far greater than anything he could imagine?

b) Looking back, do you think he ever appreciated all of the circumstances that
brought him to Samuel?

5) Samuelwas not a Levitical priest, but he built his own altar to the LORD (1
Samuel 7: 17) in his hometown of Zuph, Ramah. In verses 12-13 of chapter 9 we
see Samuel bring a fellowship offering before the LORD and host a private
worship event, by invitation only.

a) Was this offering acceptable to the LORD, even though it was not made at the
entrance to the Tent of Meeting by a descendant of Aaron, as prescribed in
Levitical law?

b) What kind of worship does the LORD seek? John 4: 19-24.

c) How had the sons of Eli desecrated the tabernacle so that God’s presence
leftit (1 Samuel 2:12-17, 22, 30-35 and 1 Samuel 4:3-4,10)7?

d) Read this excerpt from a Substack article by Kimberly Miloan, MD.

When God chose to destroy the nations who possessed the land He
promised His people Israel, He pronounced in judgment that, “every
abominable act which the LORD hates they have done for their gods; for they



even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods: (Deuteronomy
12:31b), a direct violation of His command revealed to Noah. God
commanded the nation of Israel, “You shall utterly destroy all the places
where the nations whom you shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high
mountains and on the hills and under every green tree” (Deuteronomy 12:2),
warning “beware that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are
destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, saying,
‘How do these nations serve their gods, that | also may do likewise?’”

(Deuteronomy 12:30). The implication here is that God warns against any
form of worship that looks like worship of any other than Him. His concern is

that disobedience in form of worship can actually lead one astray into the

worship of gods other than Him, and that is precisely what ended up

happening to Solomon. (Emphasis mine.)

Are American congregations looking to fashion their buildings, music,
entertainment and activities after that used in the worship of the gods of this
world? Does God require His people to attend church services that fail to
focus on His honor and glory or when its leaders are arrogant and morally
corrupt? Read Jesus’s rebuke of the Pharisees and teachers of the law in
Matthew, chapter 23. Also read Amos 5: 21-24. Is God pleased with your
worship?

e) Jeremiah 31: 33-34 describes the new covenant God made with his people
through the blood of Jesus Christ. Who do we need to teach us about the
LORD?

6) Inverses 22-24, Samuel offered the right thigh of the fellowship offering to Saul.

This is always reserved for the priest, God’s anointed.

a) What does the immediately preceding verse reveal about Saul’s character?

b) Why do you think Samuel offered Saul his portion to Saul in the presence of
the elders of Israel?

c) What do you think Samuel and Saul talked about all night on the roof of
Samuel’s house?

Extra Credit!

Read Exodus 34: 6-7 and list the ways in which the LORD’s character, as defined by
Himself, is proven true in this biblical account.



Reflection and Prayer

e Thank God for His faithfulness in being who he says he is.

e Thank him for your lost donkeys... times in your life when he redirected your course
to establish his plan for your life.

e Ask Him to reveal to you more about Himself and who you are in relation to Him.

e Repent of the tendency to go to other sources for direction, healing, and meaningin
your life.

e Inthe power of the name of Jesus Christ, ask God to cast away any unclean spirits
that are trying to take up residence in your heart and home and the hearts and
homes of your friends and family.

e Pray for revelation, determination and strength to obey as Holy Spirit convicts you of
sin (Psalm 51).

e Praythat God would raise up workers in the field, to point America back to the Lord
Jesus Christ, proclaiming the singular truth of the gospel to lost friends and
acquaintances with compassion and courage. Be prepared when he calls you.

e Take time to be holy this week. Let Jesus be the first person you speak to each
morning and be quiet enough to hear him when he speaks back to you.



